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111 the southern Sudan, where there is a rainfall of over 30 inches,
the vegetation assumes a richer and more varied form. The forests
contain rubber-producing plants, such as Landolphia owariensis,
and valuable timbers, such as African mahogany ; while on the
extensive grasslands a good deal of cultivation and cattle-raising
is carried on by native tribes. Rubber and coffee have been
successfully grown on experimental farms, and American cotton
cultivated under summer rainfall is becoming an important crop.
But, although the region is probably the richest in the Sudan, it is
handicapped by the lack of communications and the want of enter-
prise shown by the majority of its negroid inhabitants.
COMMUNICATIONS AND TRADE. The principal railway is that
which crosses the Nubian Desert from Haifa to Abu Hamed
and then follows the Nile to Khartoum. From it there breaks off,
near Berber, a branch for Suakin and Port Sudan on the Red
Sea, to the second of which the bulk of the export and import
trade has now passed. Sennar has been connected with the latter
railway at Haiya by a line which passes through Gedaref and
Kassala. Another line runs from Khartoum up the Blue Nile to
Sennar, crosses over to Kosti on the White Nile, and goes on to
El Obeid in Kordofan. The Nile below Khartoum is navigable,
except at the cataracts, but on account of these it has little more
than local importance; above Khartoum, it is navigable as far as
Gondokoro. The principal exports of the Sudan are cotton, gum
arabic, cattle and sheep, hides, sesame, millet, and gold; the
imports include cotton goods, sugar, coffee, iron and steel goods,
and machinery.
UGANDA
The Protectorate of Uganda, which has an area of 92,200
square miles, lies on the plateau of East Africa, where it occupies
most of the northern part of the region lying between the eastern and
western rift-valleys. Except in the north, where it slopes down
towards the Sudan, and in the east and west, where it includes parts
of the rift-valleys with the heights which border them, the average
elevation of the land is about 4,000 feet, and much of it consists of
rolling country in which numberless rounded hills are separated
from one another by broad and swampy rivers.
Notwithstanding its position on the Equator, the high altitude